
While no activity is entirely risk-free, Louisiana’s departments of Health and Education 
have provided guidance to child care providers about how to minimize the risk of 
COVID-19 cases in child care settings. Child care providers that participate in the state’s 
quality rating system are specifically regulated businesses, meaning that even before the 
pandemic, they paid particular attention to health and safety measures. Many child care 
providers are implementing safety measures above and beyond the guidance offered by 
Health and Education. Additionally, New Orleans is now offering free testing for child 
care workers so parents can be doubly reassured. Other cities and parishes may begin to 
follow suit in regards to testing. 

If you have questions or concerns about the safety measures taken at your care and 
education provider, please reach out to your provider directly. They will have the best 
information about what their facility is doing to protect your children.

As Louisiana moves into Phase Three of reopening the state, many parents are 
wondering whether it is safe to send their children back to their normal child care 
setting. A recent CDC report suggests that with proper precautions, child care settings 
can safely reopen. While many Louisiana child care providers closed initially when the 
pandemic began, as of September 2020, over 70% have resumed operations.

According to data collected from the Louisiana Department of Health, child care settings 
have had 24 outbreaks since the beginning of the pandemic in Louisiana, resulting in a 
total of 85 cases as of September 9, 2020. While these numbers may seem intimidating, 
they are in fact lower than in many other settings. Restaurants, retail locations, and 
workplaces have had more outbreaks and more resulting cases of COVID-19.

Child Care & COVID-19: Information for Parents

For more information, visit www.policyinstitutela.org
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https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/covid-19-resources/office-of-public-health-guidelines-for-child-care.pdf?sfvrsn=19659b1f_8
http://www.agendaforchildren.org/covid-19-testing-for-child-care-workers.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/21/world/cdc-childcare-centers-reopening.html
https://ldh.la.gov/index.cfm/page/3997

