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Webinar Objectives

1. Inform participants about a funding opportunity for cities 
and parishes to invest COVID-19 relief dollars into early 
care and education; 

2. Support participants to advocate for usage of these 
funds. 



Overview of SB 189 Funding Opportunity
● Louisiana is making funds available to cities and parishes for 

COVID-19-related expenditures through the recently passed SB 189 
which allocates $524 million to cities and parishes for COVID-19 relief 
efforts.

● Cities and parishes have the opportunity to use these funds to invest in 
early care and education as a COVID-19 response measure.

○ Funding early care and education to ensure parents can return to work, 
young children can learn in a safe environment, and local businesses 
have a reliable workforce.  

○ Cities and parishes must submit applications to the Louisiana Division of 
Administration for reimbursement for their COVID-19 responses. 



Early Care & Education as a COVID-19 Response
● Child care is essential for pandemic response and economic recovery. 

○ Investing in early care and education supports all other industries and helps 
the local workforce return to work as the economy reopens.

● Parents need child care to look for work and be productive in the workforce.
○ The lack of reliable, affordable, quality child care has been a significant barrier 

to workforce productivity and participation, and cost local businesses millions 
of dollars. 

● Investments in early care and education will have far-reaching impacts. 
○ Studies show a 13% annual return on investment for early care and education.

○ Louisiana serves less than 15% of children below age three who are eligible for 
publicly funded early care and education programs.



COVID-19’s impact on the child care sector
● Child care providers are economic anchors in the community and must 

remain open.

● Child care businesses are facing increased costs due to the pandemic.

○ Cleaning supplies and food cost more. They haven’t budgeted for 
PPE and many are having a difficult time securing it.

○ Child-to-teacher ratios are going down for safety reasons, cutting 
into profits.

● Many businesses closed temporarily. Some may close permanently.



How Localities Can Invest in Early Care & Education
● Governments can use COVID-19 relief dollars to purchase 

necessary supplies for child care centers.

○ Personal protective equipment

○ Thermometers, cleaning supplies, sanitizer

● Governments can use COVID-19 relief dollars to provide grants to 
child care centers to help them reopen or stay open.



How Localities Can Invest in Early Care & Education (cont.)

● Governments can use COVID-19 relief dollars to fund child care seats in the 
short-term.  

○ Governments can support parents with young children who are essential 
workers, employed by the municipal government, working, or looking for work.

○ Governments can make data-driven investments in high-quality early care and 
education centers.

● The state used CARES Act dollars to provide short-term child care assistance 
to essential workers with young children. Local governments should think 
about local needs and whether something similar makes sense for their 
communities. 



What Advocates Can Do
● Advocates can mobilize their networks to share two handouts with their local 

government officials (e.g. the Mayor’s Office, City Council, Chief Financial 
Officer, etc.) via email

○ One Pager: Invest in Early Care & Education as a COVID-19 Response

○ Guide: How Governments Can Invest COVID-19 Relief Dollars from SB 
189 in Early Care and Education

○ www.policyinstitutela.org/local-ece-covid-19-relief

● Advocates can set up meetings with local government officials to review these 
handouts and make the case for investing in early care and education as a 
COVID-19 response measure.

http://www.policyinstitutela.org/local-ece-covid-19-relief


Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) Summary
● U.S. Treasury June 30th Guidance 4 pager

○ “Necessary expenditures incurred due to the public health emergency”
○ “Costs NOT accounted for in the budget most recently approved as of March 

27”
○ “Costs incurred during the period that begins on March 1 and ends on 

December 30”
○ Treasury does provide a nonexclusive list of eligible and ineligible 

expenditures

● Link to FAQs: https://louisianacares.la.gov/

https://louisianacares.la.gov/


FAQ continued…
LA Division of Administration Frequently Asked Questions - 10 pager

● 49. What are the expense reimbursement and application periods for 2020? 

Expense Reimbursement periods Application periods

Mar 1 - April 30 June 1 - June 15

May 1 - June 30 July 1 - July 15

July 1 - Aug 30 Sept 1 - Sept 15

Sept 1 - Oct 31 Nov 1 - Nov 15

● 36. In its review and evaluation of claims, are there types of eligible 
expenditures that the state plans to prioritize for funding over other 
expenditures? 

No.



Best Practices for Advocacy
Creating an Elevator Pitch

● Short
● Personal - Why do you care?
● Urgency - Why should someone care now?
● Ask - How can this person help?

“Hi Council Member Wicker, this is Scott Tippett a constituent of yours. I 
have a 14-month old and the first three years of a child’s life are the most 
important for brain development so supporting early childhood education 
is a no brainer for me. In these uncertain coronavirus times its vital we 
support early childhood education centers because parents of young 
children can’t re-enter the workforce without childcare options. Today I’m 
asking you to support struggling child care centers by spending Covid 
Relief Funds on providing grants for the increased cost of operation and 
expanding access for kids.

● To find your local elected officials and their contact info, visit https://voterportal.sos.la.gov/ 

https://voterportal.sos.la.gov/


Early Care & Education As A Local COVID-19 Relief Measure

Thank you for joining us this afternoon!

● Toolkit with this information, a recording of this webinar and these slides 
can be found at www.policyinstitutela.org/local-ece-covid-19-relief 

● Link to FAQs can be found at https://louisianacares.la.gov/

● Local governments should act swiftly to assist their communities with 
recovery efforts, while funds are available.

● For additional questions, please contact RuthAnne Oakey-Frost at 
roakeyfrost@policyinstitutela.org or Scott Tippett at 
stippett@savechildren.org 

http://www.policyinstitutela.org/local-ece-covid-19-relief
https://louisianacares.la.gov/
mailto:roakeyfrost@policyinstitutela.org
mailto:stippett@savechildren.org


Q&A


