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On Tuesday, Feb. 23, 2021, as a part of the fourth annual Louisiana
Early Ed Week, the Louisiana Policy Institute for Children is activating
partners, child care providers, and early care and education supporters
to virtually raise awareness and advocate at the state and federal level
for continued investment in early care and education. This toolkit
includes several resources for social media actions to take on Feb. 23.
Amid the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic your voice matters more than
ever. Join the conversation online and encourage others to do so using
the hashtag #LAEarlyEdWeek!
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SAMPLE FACEBOOK POSTS

SAMPLE TWITTER POSTS
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https://www.policyinstitutela.org/


KEY  MESSAGES

Louisiana’s future depends upon investing in quality early education experiences that
prepare our children to grow, learn and succeed in school and in life, and Louisiana’s
present depends upon supporting working parents.

Quality early care and education for children birth through age four prepares children to
be successful in school and in life.

Even before the COVID-19 pandemic, too many Louisiana families lacked access to
affordable, quality early care and education, inflicting hardships on them and their
children.

As a direct result of the COVID-19 pandemic, Louisiana’s child care sector, which already
operated on razor-thin margins, is in an even more precarious state than it was before.

Even before the COVID-19 pandemic, affordable, quality early child care and education in
Louisiana had significant financial implications for the state and its employers.

Now, amid the ongoing pandemic, the availability of affordable, quality early child care is
even more essential to facilitating employees’ return to work and the full reopening of
Louisiana’s economy.

Louisiana will continue to need stable, sustainable funding sources for early child care
and education.

All of us – public officials, business leaders, educators and parents – have a role
to play in making quality early care and education accessible to Louisiana’s families.
Now, more than ever, we must rededicate ourselves to our youngest children’s
educational foundation and success.

to incorporate during the #LAEarlyEdWeek Social Media Day of Action



SAMPLE  FACEBOOK  POSTS
(hint: these can also be shared on Instagram)

An astounding 90 percent of human brain development happens between birth and age four! That
means the very foundation of a child’s capacity to learn, grow and succeed is established before
they reach kindergarten, which is why quality early care and education is of critical importance. 
 
Learn more about how early care and education prepares young children for success in school
and in life by visiting policyinstitutela.org.

Over half of Louisiana children begin kindergarten behind their peers – and children who begin
school behind, generally remain behind. Significant investments are needed to increase and
improve access to quality early care and education for Louisiana’s children to best prepare them
for success in school and in life.
 
Learn more about the need to invest in quality early care and education experiences for our
youngest Louisianans by visiting policyinstitutela.org.

#DidYouKnow that 67 percent of Louisiana’s children birth to age four have both parents, or
their single parent, in the workforce, and must spend a significant amount of time in child care?
Yet, early child care and education in our state costs almost as much as public college tuition,
making it unattainable for many families. As a result of COVID-19, these costs are only rising.
 
Learn more about the impact that the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic is having on the early care
and education sector in Louisiana by visiting policyinstitutela.org!

Even before the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, less than 15 percent of eligible children under
age four in Louisiana had access to publicly funded early care and education. As a result, 14
percent of Louisiana parents with young children reported turning down a promotion, 16 percent
reported quitting their jobs and eight percent reported having been fired due to child care issues
— and this was PRIOR to the pandemic’s negative economic impacts. Child care is a workforce
issue!
 
To learn more about the state of early care and education in Louisiana and the hardships inflicted
on children and their families by the lack of access to affordable and quality ECE, please visit
policyinstitutela.org.
 

https://www.policyinstitutela.org/
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Louisiana’s child care sector, which already operated on razor-thin margins, is in an even
more precarious state due to the pandemic. In fact, over 75 percent of child care providers in
Louisiana experienced SUBSTANTIAL financial losses due to COVID-19 with losses averaging
$198,565 per center by Jan. 27, 2021, translating to an estimated $245 million in collective
losses statewide — and those losses only continue to grow. 
 
You can learn more about the impacts the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic is having on Louisiana
early care and education providers by visiting policyinstitutela.org.

Even before the pandemic, child care issues were resulting in a $1.1 BILLION loss annually
for Louisiana’s economy. In fact, employee absences and turnover due to child care issues alone
cost Louisiana employers $816 MILLION per year before COVID-19. 
 
The lack of affordable, quality early care and education in Louisiana has long had significant
financial implications for our state and employers, and now with the economic downturn
resulting from the pandemic, these hardships will be further exacerbated. Learn more at
policyinstitutela.org.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, 45 percent of Louisiana parents saw their family’s monthly
income decrease, and more than half of parents were concerned about being able to afford
quality early care education for their young children. Access to quality early care and education is
ESSENTIAL to facilitating Louisianans' return to work and the full reopening of our state
economy.
 
To learn more about the pandemic’s impact on Louisiana families with young children, please
visit policyinstitutela.org.

Even before the COVID-19 pandemic, Louisiana spent less than one percent of its state general
funds on early care and education. On top of that, the only state-administered early care and
education program for children under age four in our state is the Child Care Assistance Program
(CCAP), but that has been substantially cut in recent years with the number of children under the
age of four being served going from almost 40,000 to under 17,000. 
 
Louisiana MUST find stable and sustainable funding sources for early care and education in our
state moving forward. To learn more about the additional investments necessary to
#SaveChildCare in Louisiana, please visit policyinstitutela.org.
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SAMPLE  TWITTER  POSTS
90% of brain development happens between birth and age four — that means the very foundation
of a child’s capacity to learn, grow and succeed is established before kindergarten. We must
invest in quality early care and education for LA’s children! #LAEarlyEdWeek

Over half of Louisiana children begin kindergarten behind their peers — and children who begin
school behind, generally remain behind. Significant investments are needed to increase and
improve access to quality early care and education for Louisiana’s children. #LAEarlyEdWeek
 
#DidYouKnow that 67% of LA's children birth to age four have both parents, or their single
parent, in the workforce & must spend a significant amount of time in child care? Yet, early care &
education here costs almost as much as annual public college tuition! #LAEarlyEdWeek
 
Amid the ongoing pandemic, now more than ever, we must make access to quality early care and
education a priority for our state. Call on your legislators to let them know the critical need for
robust and ongoing investment in our state’s youngest children. #LAEarlyEdWeek
 
Even before the pandemic, less than 15 percent of eligible children under age four in Louisiana
had access to any public funding for child care. Without robust investments in the sector, LA
parents won’t be able to afford the care necessary to get back to work. #LAEarlyEdWeek
 
Louisiana’s child care sector, which already operated on razor-thin margins, is in even
worse shape because of the pandemic. Over 75% of LA child care providers suffered
SUBSTANTIAL $$ losses due to COVID, averaging a loss of $198,565 per center by Jan. 27, 2021.
#LAEarlyEdWeek
 
Even prior to the pandemic, the lack of affordable, quality, early child care and education
in Louisiana has SIGNIFICANT financial implications for the state. In fact, child care issues result
in a $1.1 BILLION loss annually for Louisiana's economy. #LAEarlyEdWeek
 
Louisiana spends less than 1% of its state general funds on early child care and education, and
the only state-administered program for children under age four is the Child Care Assistance
Program, which served 40k children in 2009, but serves under 17k today. #LAEarlyEdWeek
    
Access to quality early care and education is ESSENTIAL to facilitating Louisianans' return to
work and the full reopening of our state’s economy. #ChildCareIsEssential #LAEarlyEdWeek
 



SHAREABLE  GRAPHICS

Click Here to Download Early Ed Week Graphics

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/jnj4bv1amxqrsf1/AACqyCpcCLmiTzQj4YtTtfw-a?dl=0
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LOGO  + BRAND  COLORS

Download LA Early Ed Week Logo

#214f67 #256 darkslategray
hsl (200,51,26) rgb (33,79,103)

#eaa141 #fa4 sandybrown 
hsl (34,80,58) rgb (234,161,65)

should you want to make your own graphics!

https://www.dropbox.com/s/gpwquawxlcomy92/EARLY%20ED%20WEEK%20LOGO.png?dl=0


ADDITIONAL  RESOURCES

List of Louisiana Legislator's Twitter Handles

ALICE In Louisiana: A Financial Hardship Study

The Growing Adverse Impacts of COVID-19 on
Louisiana's Child Care Providers

The Impacts of COVID-19 on Louisiana Families with
Young Children

Getting Louisiana Families Back to Work

How Child Care Impacts Louisiana's Workforce
Productivity and the State Economy

The Financial Challenges of Child Care Facing
Louisiana's Working Families

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oZLGjWsYsVsW6Vw8jqzsNp6W34mA-osRS9IoceGBScg/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.launitedway.org/alice-report-update-louisiana-released-august-2020
https://www.policyinstitutela.org/covid-19-impact-child-care
https://www.policyinstitutela.org/struggling-to-recover
https://www.policyinstitutela.org/getting-families-back-to-work
https://www.policyinstitutela.org/losing-ground-report
https://www.policyinstitutela.org/balancing-act-report


THANKS  TO  OUR  SPONSORS

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Louisiana
Cox Communications
Clara's Little Lambs

Imagine Learning
Save the Children Action Network

Stand for Children Louisiana


